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Why go green?

Why not?  
Motives:
� Personal & organizational values
� Long-term operational savings
� Funder’s requirements & Incentives:

� SeaGreen; Green Communities; Built Smart; Built 
Green; LEED; State of WA

� Marketability (?)



� In a sense, we’ve been doing it all along
� Has to be good for neighborhood
� Has to be good for operations and 

maintenance
� Has to be good for tenants
� Has to be financially feasible
� Good design is inherently sustainable

CHH Development Practices









Limits

� Budget!
(We can’t raise rents when we’re done)

� Do what is practical and defensible
Experimental initiatives unlikely - need proven 
measures that work for long-term ownership 
and management 
Minimal flash, maximum return



Pantages Apartments



Pantages: Major Green Achievements

� Salvage and re-use of house, trees
� Energy efficient lighting, heating, traction elevator, ventilation, 

insulation, better windows and thermostats
� Flooring: natural linoleum, stained concrete, laminate wood floors, 

and carpet with recycled content
� 1175 gallon rainwater cistern
� Landscape is planted with drought-tolerant and native species
� Transit-oriented: minimal parking spaces, extra bike racks, located 

on several bus lines
� Rain screen system behind exterior siding promotes longevity of 

materials and resists mold growth in the building



Broadway & Pine



Broadway & Pine – this week



Broadway & Pine: 
Major Green Achievements

� LEED Silver is goal
� New life to former brownfield
� Careful selection of ‘pushing the envelope’

strategies: traction elevator, electric vehicle 
station, Flexcar, conduit for solar, building 
envelope, water conservation, mechanical 
systems, recycled and local materials, guidance 
from LEED AP team



The Evolving World of Sustainability

� Major shift in thinking about sustainable building among 
affordable housing developers and contractors

� Can continue producing green units in affordable 
housing world with support of funders

� Sustainability means a good prognosis for stable 
management and operations in addition to environmental 
benefits

� We’ll know more as green buildings operate over time


